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Hanover, 24.09.2020 – Press Release 
 
The KunstFestSpiele Herrenhausen, Hannover/Germany, make 
art possible in all its facets – even in extraordinary times. With 
the greatest of planning flexibility and a model prevention 
concept, the KunstFestSpiele around their director Ingo 
Metzmacher begin today, 24.09.2020, with the laser and 
sound installation Fountain Scan, by Robert Henke, in the 
Großer Garten of the famous Herrenhäuser Garden. 
 
Advance booking for the KunstFestSpiele 2020 from today 
until October 11, which were originally scheduled for May, 
began in late August. Tickets are still available for certain 
events. 
 
Robert Henke’s large laser and sound installation Fountain 
Scan, celebrating the 300th anniversary of the impressive 
Great Fountain in the Großer Garten, the virtual-reality opera 
Eight, by Michael van der Aa, and the installation Analemma, 
by Yasuhiro Chida in the Arne Jacobsen Foyer, make a special 
mark on the KunstFestSpiele Herrenhausen 2020 as they take 
place every day for the entire festival. The stage programme 
begins on Friday and Saturday 25/26.09 with the premiere of 
the film-concert Second Self: Beethoven Resurrection with the 
Hanover orchestra musica assoluta and English pop musicians 
in the DHC-Halle as a new and intensively used venue. The 
opening programme on the first weekend also includes the 
premiere of the immersive Vor dem Sturm (Before the Storm), 
by krügerXweiss (27/28.09), originally planned for the Best 
OFF Festival of Independent Theatre in May, and the 
performance of all Arnold Schönberg’s string quartets in the 
Galerie (27.09). Eszter Salamon’s mother-and-daughter piece 
MONUMENT 0.7: M/OTHERS will be screened as a film 
documentation on Thursday and Friday 24/25.09 in the 
presence of the artist. 
 
Coronavirus has compelled the KunstFestSpiele to make major 
changes to its original programme for May. Five new 
productions enhance this year’s festival, among them Trevor 
Tweeten’s film about Ben Frost’s haunting opera Der Mordfall 
Halit Yozgat (The Murder of Halit Yozgat), which was 
commissioned by the Staatsoper Hannover during lockdown in 
April 2020. Lower Saxony’s expected new pandemic 
regulations from 1 October 2020 complicate the entry of artists 
from countries at risk, so that the productions La Partida, 
Future Lovers (both Spain) and Nightshade Aubergine 
(Antwerp/Paris) are being shown as livestreams, and L’Ailleurs 
de l’autre (Paris) as a film documentation. Karlheinz 
Stockhausen’s Mantra will be played by the GrauSchumacher 
Piano Duo in place of Jean-Frédéric Neuburger und Jean-
François Heisser. Only two productions and their table talks 
had to be cancelled entirely. Gustav Mahler’s Symphony no. 8 
in E-flat Major, planned with a large choir for the Kuppelsaal of 
the HCC, has been postponed in all likelihood to 2023. 
 
On 17.09 the British theatre collective Forced Entertainment 
started a 9-week showing of the At Home edition of its 
acclaimed production Complete Works: Table Top 
Shakespeare, newly arranged and filmed at the performers’ 
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private kitchen tables in Sheffield, London and Berlin 
(livestream at www.kunstfestspiele.de). 
 
The Open Sunday, which was introduced at the 2019 festival, 
becomes the KunstFestSpiele Tag this year, on 4.10. Despite 
coronavirus making tickets necessary, at €5 per event this day 
remains an opportunity for families and children and everyone 
else interested to get a concentrated impression of the artistic 
spectrum of the KunstFestSpiele. 
 
With a few exceptions and individual changes of venue, and in 
months of effort in close contact with the health authorities, 
the KunstFestSpiele have succeeded in their endeavour to 
present the greater part of the originally planned programme 
this autumn. 
 
The measures undertaken by the KunstFestSpiele to enable its 
visitors, artists and team a safe and above all enjoyable and 
inspiring festival experience include a comprehensive hygiene 
concept developed in conjunction with the Public Health 
Department, personalised ticketing, reduced seating capacity 
with gaps between the seats, new and enhanced ventilation 
facilities in all venues, contact diaries for all visiting artists and 
the festival team, and the spatial separation of various team 
responsibilities during the entire festival. 
 
Advance-booking information 
For organisational reasons, tickets for the KunstFestSpiele 
2020 are only available at the advance-boking office in the 
Hanover Künstlerhaus (Sophienstraße 2, 30159 Hanover). 
Tickets can be purchased in person from Mon to Fri 12 to 6 
p.m., by telephone under 0511 – 168 499 94 or online. The 
KunstFestSpiele wish to encourage group bookings of up to 10 
people so as to give more people the opportunity to see the 
performances under the social-distancing rules. 
 
Tickets purchased for the May edition of the KunstFestSpiele 
are no longer valid (with the exception of Fountain Scan; these 
tickets may be used on any one day of the festival). Visitors 
can find detailed information on new and previously purchased 
tickets on the KunstFestSpiele website in an up-to-date FAQ. 
 
Further information on all events, press accreditation and 
visual material at www.kunstfestspiele.de. 

Press contact: 
Hendrik v. Boxberg 
KunstFestSpiele Herrenhausen 
+49 177 / 7379207, presse@kunstfestspiele.de  
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Organised by the city of Hanover, capital of Lower Saxony 
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